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That we are in the midst of crisis is now well understood. Qur nation is at war, against a far-reaching

network of violence and hatred. Qur economy is badly weakened, a consequence of ereed and

irresponsibility on the part of some, but also our collective failure to make hard choices and prepare the

nation for a new age. Homes have been lost: jobs shed; businesses shuttered. Our health care is too costly:

our schools fail too many: and each day brings further evidence that the ways we use energy strengthen our

adversaries and threaten our planet,

These are the indicators of crisis, subject to data and statistics. Less measurable but no less profound is a

sapping of confidence across our land — a nagging fear that America’s decline is inevitable, and that the next

generation must lower its sights.

Today I say to you that the challenges we face are real. They are serious and they are many. They will not be
met easily or in a short span of time. But know this, America — they will be met.

Starting today, we must pick ourselves up, dust ourselves off, and begin again the work of remaking

America. (FRE)



For as much as government can do and must do, it is ultimately the faith and determination of the American

people upon which this nation relies.

Our challenges may be new. The instruments with which we meet them may be new. But those values upon
which our success depends — hard work and honesty, courage and fair play, tolerance and curiosity, loyalty
and patriotism — these things are old. These things are true. They have béen the quiet force of progress
throughout our history. What is demanded then is a return to these truths. What is required of us now is a
new era of responsibility — a recognition, on the part of every American, that we have duties to ourselves,
our nation, and the world, duties that we do not grudgingly accept but rather seize gladly, firm in the
knowledge that there is nothing so satisfying to the spirit, so defining of our character, than giving our all to

a difficult task.

This is the price and the promise of citizenship.

Hi8  Inaugural Address by President Barack Obama, January 20, 2009

(o)
And so, my fellow Americans: ask not what your country can do for you--ask what vou can do for

your country.
My fellow citizens of the world: ask not what America will do for you, but what together we can do for the

freedom of man.



(1m)

It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before us - that from these honored dead
.we take increased devotion to that cause for which they gave the last full measure of devotion - that we here
highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain - that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth
' of freedom - and that government of the people, by the people the people, shall not perish from the

earth.
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