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'14. We are meeting at a time of immense challenges to sustainable development. Billions of our
citizens continue to live in poverty and are denied a life of dignity. There are rising inequalities
within and among countries. There are enormous disparities of opportunity, wealth and power.
Gender inequality remains a key challenge. Unemployment, particularly youth unemployment, is a
major concern. Global health threats, more frequent and intense natural disasters, spiralling conflict,
violent extremism, terrorism and related humanitarian crises and forced displacement of people
threaten to reverse much of the development progress made in recent decades. Natural resource
depletion and adverse impacts of environmental degradation, including desertification, drought,
land degradation, freshwater scarcity and loss of biodiversity, add to and exacerbate the list of
_challenges which humanity faces. Climate change is one of the greatest challenges of our time and
its adverse impacts undermine the ability of all countries to achieve sustainable development.
Increases in global temperature, sea level rise, ocean acidification and other climate change impacts
are seriously affecting coastal areas and low-lying coastal countries, including many least
developed countries and small island developing States. The survival of many societies, and of the
biological support systems of the planet, is at risk.

I5. It is also, however, a time of immense opportunity. Significant progress has been made in
meeting many development challenges. Within the past generation, hundreds of millions of people
have emerged from extreme poverty. Access to education has greatly increased for both boys and
girls. The spread of information and communications technology and global interconnectedness has
great potential to accelerate human progress, to bridge the digital divide and to develop knowledge
societies, as does scientific and technological innovation across areas as diverse as medicine and
energy.

16. Almost 15 years ago, the Millennium Development Goals were agreed. These provided an
important framework for development and significant progress has been made in a number of areas.
But the progress has been uneven, particularly in Africa, least developed countries, landlocked
developing countries and small island developing States, and some of the Millennium Development
Goals remain off-track, in particular those related to maternal, newborn and child health and to
reproductive health. We recommit ourselves to the full realization of all the Millennium
Development Goals, including the off-track Millennium Development Goals, in particular by
providing focused and scaled-up assistance to least developed countries and other countries in
special situations, in line with relevant support programmes. The new Agenda builds on the
Millennium Development Goals and seeks to complete what they did not achieve, particularly in
reaching the most vulnerable.

(i 8 : United Nations, 2015, “Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development” (https://sdgs.un.org/2030agenda) : 5-6)
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