








For thousands of years we have struggled to predict, control, manage, and 

understand the future. Our forebears sought ad吋ce from oracles; read the stars through 

astrology; debated concepts of time and future philosophically; wrote utopias and 

dystopias; and, in the modern scientific era, tried to predict the future by accumulating 

and interpreting patterns from the past to extrapolate models of the future. 

But the single, predictable, fixed future that the trend modelling proposes does 

not actually exist. Instead, what is out there is a multitude of possible futures. What lies 

at the heart of this changed perception is an evolution of human consciousness. Knowing 

this means we have the power to imagine and create the futures that we choose, bearing 

in mind that some people have much greater power and influence than others, depending 

on life circumstances. Undoubtedly social, political, and economic structures limit some 

more than others. We must also distinguish between futures we can create and the futures 

of everyday certainties we rely on, such as the daily rising and setting of the sun, and the 

annual flow of seasons. We need to be aware that we use a kind of ‘everyday foresight' in 

order to conduct our daily lives, based on certain assumptions, such as public transport 

being reliable, travel bookings being trustworthy, and weather forecasts being mostly 

right. 

語釈： salination* 塩害のこと。

出典： The Future: A Very Short Introduction by Jennifer Gidley, Oxford University 

Press, 2017, Reproduced with permission of the Licensor through PLSclear.
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