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Disasters, many of which are exacerbated by climate change and which are increasing in frequency
and intensity, significantly impede progress towards sustainable development. Evidence indicates that
exposure of persons and assets in all countries has increased faster than vulnerability has decreased,
thus generating new risks and a steady rise in disaster-related losses, with a significant economic, social,
health, cultural and environmental impact in the short, medium and long term, especially at the local
and community levels. Recurring small-scale disasters and slow-onset disasters particularly affect
communities, households and small and medium-sized enterprises, constituting a high percentage of
all losses. All countries — especially developing countries, where the mortality and economic losses
from disasters are disproportionately higher — are faced with increasing levels of possible hidden

costs and challenges in order to meet financial and other obligations.

It is urgent and critical to anticipate, plan for and reduce disaster risk in order to more effectively
protect persons, communities and countries, their livelihoods, health, cultural heritage, socioeconomic
assets and ecosystems, and thus strengthen their resilience.

Enhanced work to reduce exposure and vulnerability, thus preventing the creation of new disaster risks,
and accountability for disaster risk creation are needed at all levels. More dedicated action needs to be

focused on tackling underlying disaster risk drivers, such as the consequences of poverty and inequality,

climate change and variability, unplanned and rapid urbanization, poor land management and

compounding factors such as demographic change, weak institutional arrangements, non-risk-

informed policies, lack o_f regulation and incentives for private disaster risk reduction investment,

complex supply chains, limited availability of technology, unsustainable uses of natural resources,
declining ecosystems, pandemics and epidemics. Moreover, it is necessary to continue strengthening

good governance in disaster risk reduction strategies at the national, regional and global levels and

improving preparedness and national coordination for disaster response, rehabilitation and
reconstruction, and to use  ( 7 ) to “Build Back Better”, supported by strengthened

modalities of international cooperation.



There has to be a broader and a more people-centred preventive approach to disaster risk. Disaster risk
reduction practices need to be multi-hazard and multisectoral, ( A ) in order to be
efficient and effective. While recognizing their leading, regulatory and coordination role, Governments
should engage with relevant stakeholders, including women, children and youth, persons with
disabilities, poor people, migrants, indigenous peoples, volunteers, the community of practitioners and
older persons in the design and implementation of policies, plans and standards. There is a need for
the public and private sectors and civil society organizations, as well as academia and scientific and
research institutions, to work more closely together and to create opportunities for collaboration, and

for businesses to integrate disaster risk into their management practices.

International, regional, subregional and transboundary cooperation remains pivotal in supporting the
efforts of States, their national and local authorities, as well as communities and businesses, to reduce
disaster risk. Existing mechanisms may require strengthening in order to provide effective support and
achieve better implementation. Developing countries, in particular the least developed countries, small
island developing States, landlocked developing countries and African countries, as well as middle-
income countries facing specific challenges, need special attention and support to augment domestic
resources and capabilities through bilateral and multilateral channels in order to ensure adequate,
sustainable, and timely means of implementation in capacity-building, financial and technical

assistance and technology transfer, in accordance with international commitments.

Hi #i : United Nations - United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNDRR), Sendai
Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030, 2015.
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