K
B
B
J
&
o

2016 ((FBR28) £ BEHUARTF
REFBelE LRRAE
SAERIEFERL SUER 2 ER

HEBRERE OIS A
£ 5 O B M &

M B R:2015 (Fk27) £10A4H8 (H)
AR ORE3 0 ~1 13 04 '

EIH

. REBRBABDERNH A ET, ZOMBEIMITFIEENINWTLIES by,

. R, HBXIIBOEMEN S ¥ =T RV NWEFERLTLIFE N,

BEAENSHOE TRIEMF 1M RO EEAK480 T, B LER A.

. ABRBEBOARO%E., MEMFEERLTEE Y,

FREM-FiX. 2K, A BE (78 . TEZAE 450 oEgrsnTs0,

BHETL 3IKTT,
BFEBRCTVWBRYFFAHEZET LD, FEEZHOIR-Z0 L TIIWTER A,
EEMFEIIBERRICET - BFRRODDEE. H2WIREMATRERESIC
i3, FEZTCRBEEROERIIH - TLEE W,

5. FEMTFORMEMIZ, ZREBESKUVKRLEZRALTEI N,

6. ERMIT TKHE FREMTFIZE LN, E2/REREFINTVET, ) | T&i

EHL. BERROMERIZ. SBRES. K4, 0750800 TKME &5

RO TKEE] ZTEIARBTH202MERMIICHTRALTIFEE N,

7. MEMTFEMESREEEFLRE> TIEWITERA.

8. BMEMFIERBEK TRICERL £9. FEMTFIIBEEEAL THEALOHRIZITAR
DERBADT, HLIBERARICBEEZRALTIEI N,

0. RMERAFRFRII2BEITY, HBRBAR 4 0D 2B LB MERTFRUREH

MeABEBEEICRELZLET, BELTHMENERA, EL, BBETHH

HICARRIGEE TE R A

&

W N~




HERERFE 0758 EEHRME

FIMEFE2HOMBIARE LS, B, $1M:E 2oz
NENRORERKEFERAL, BERAROREMICEERE22ATEI L,

FIl LUTOREIXOTRTEMIRLAEIN, (160 0FELRN)

In the general elections held on the 237 of June the Labor Party increased its number of
seats in the Knesset, the Israeli Parliament, by seven, from thirty-eight to forty-five,
while its rival the Likud Party lost six seats and now hold only thirty-two. This means
the end of the Likud domination of Israeli politics that has existed since 1977. The
Labor Party under the leadership of Yitzhak Rabin will form a coalition government
with smaller parties to replace the coalition led by Likud. No party has ever gained an
absolute majority in the one hundred-twenty seat Knesset, and coalition-forming is the
rule of the game in this country. Rabin has six weeks in which to form his.

The election result is significant because, among other things, this was the first election
result since the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) has changed its position in the
1980s. This change was from total rejection of the State of Israel’s right to exist to a
position of recognition. The PLO calls for the establishment of a Palestinian state in the
occupied territories of the West Bank of the River Jordan and the Gaza Strip that were
occupied by Israel during the 1967 Arab-Israeli War. Rabin’s position on the territories
gives hope for a revival of the flagging Middle East Peace Negotiations started last
October in Madrid.

In order to understand this optimism, one first has to understand the attitude of the
outgoing Likud government, which categorically refused to give up any part of these
territories. Likud supporters regard these not as occupied territories but as the
“liberated” territories of Judaea and Samaria and Gaza that were promised to the Jews
by God in the Bible. Thus, no God-fearing Jews can concede a single part of the
territories to the Palestinians, since to do so would be contrary to God’s will. This
position was a rejection of the internationally supported formula for peace in the Middle
East, or “land for peace.” According to this, Israel must hand over part or all of the
territories to the Palestinians, and the Arab neighbors will then sign a peace treaty with
Israel. But the Likud government wanted both the land and peace. Therefore, no
concrete progress was achieved in the negotiations.



So, what is Rabin’s position? Well, he argues that Israel can safely withdraw from the
parts of the occupied territories in which the Palestinians are concentrated while
retaining sirategic points that are necessary for the defense of Israel. His position is
based on strategic argument rather than on the will of God, and it opens the door to a
compromise with the Palestinians. During the quarter of a century since June 1967, the
only decision the Israeli public ever made on the subject of the West Bank and the Gaza
Strip was not to decide. But this time the Israelis have given Rabin a mandate to
withdraw from some parts of the territories in exchange for peace. It is ironical to reflect
that 25 years ago, Rabin as Chief of Staff of the Israeli armed forces, masterminded the
Israel’s blitzkrieg against the Arabs which resulted in Israel’s occupation of these
territories now under discussion. If a compromise between the Palestinians and the
Israelis is reached, it will be the result of Rabin’s decision to withdraw from part of the
territories that the Israeli soldiers conquered under his own command.
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